
                                                                                                                                     

 

 

Who is who? Get to know our speakers 
 
Global Swine Nutrition Roundtable Event 
Early Piglet Development 
February 2017, 14-16 
 
Piet van der Aar 
Doctor Piet van der Aar was born in 1955 in The Netherlands. He received a Master’s Degree in 
animal nutrition from Wageningen University in 1979. Besides Animal Nutrition, he had 
Grassland production as a major and Animal Physiology and Marketing and Marketing Research 
as minors. During his Master phase he also spend 6 months at Cornell University at the laboratory 
of Dr Van Soest. He received his Ph.D. degree in 1982 in Animal nutrition on the thesis: Effect of 
alcohol-water treatments on the utilization of soy bean meal by ruminants at the University of 
Illinois. Since 1982 he works at Schothorst Feed Research B.V. In this organization he has held 
positions as researcher ruminant nutrition, coordinator monogastric nutrition research, and 
managing director. Currently he coordinates the research activities of the institute (22 
academics) and responsible for the international activities. Dr van der Aar is one of the leading 
nutritionists in the Netherlands. He has written numerous scientific articles and has frequently 
been invited to speak at congresses and courses.  His special strength is that is able to explain 
difficult scientific concepts in a form that farmers understand. Only in the last 2 years, he has 
giving invited 15 speeches and lectures on topics regarding implementation of scientific 
knowledge in feed formulation for pigs and poultry all over the world. Besides this he also advises 
feed companies and additive producers on strategic innovations. Dr van der Aar is also member 
of the non-managing board of different organizations. The Schothorst Feed Research B.V. has 
knowledge transfer contracts with feed companies in 25 countries in Europe and Asia. These 
companies produce approx 8 % of the global feed production. 
 
Yulin Ma 
Born in the central China, Yulin graduated from South China Agricultural University with Honors 
in 2003 and completed his master’s degree in Nutrition and Immunology in 2006. To pursue his 
passion in swine nutrition, Yulin came to US and obtained his PhD at the University of Kentucky 
on mineral nutrition in sow and pigs in 2011. In Jan of 2012, Yulin joined Novus Global R&D 
working as swine nutrition researcher. Since Jan of 2014, Yulin has been working as a Technical 
Service Manager for North America.  As a liaison among Novus sales, marketing and research 
teams, Yulin helps train sales staff, develops technical marketing materials and is involved with 
product development. As a new generation of swine nutritionist, Yulin already demonstrated a 
strong ability to apply research solutions to provide service and sustainability to our global 
customers.  
 



                                                                                                                                     

 

Uislei Orlando 
Uislei Orlando graduated from the Federal University of Vicosa in Brazil with a MSc in Animal 
Bioclimatology and Physiology in 2000. He obtained a PhD in Monogastric Nutrition in 2003 and 
has worked for more than twelve years with leading swine nutrition initiatives. From 2010 to 
2015, He coordinated the nutrition department and was in charge of R&D and innovation at 
Brasilfoods (BRF) in Brazil. In 2015, Dr. Orlando joined PIC as Global Nutrition Director leading the 
team based in Hendersonville, TN to provide worldwide the best nutrition recommendations for 
PIC pigs. 
 
Greg Tuckett 
Greg Tuckett is the ridiculously, ridiculously, good-looking swine veterinarian based in Australia. 
Since graduating from the University of Queensland with honours in 2006 he spent the last 10 
years in pig sheds, starting out as a company veterinarian working for Australia’s largest vertically 
integrated pork producer where he was part of the team that won 2009 Excellence in Innovation 
award for development of an APP vaccine. Greg is now a swine consultant with Scolexia Animal 
and Avian Health, doing production and veterinary consulting to over 55,000 sows and the 
Operations Manager of a 6,000 sow operation. Scolexia is a firm specialising in intensive 
monogastrics that along with veterinarians also employs engineers and project managers; this 
allows for a holistic approach to animal production encompassing husbandry, health and 
immunology, facilities, reproduction, nutrition and public health. Greg and his wife Siew, who is 
also a veterinarian at Scolexia, recently welcomed their first child Ulysses into their family on 9th 
of December 2016. 
 
Ariel Carlos 
Dr. Ariel Carlos received his Ph.D. in Poultry Science from the University of Georgia in 1997. He 
has worked as the animal nutritionist for various corporations including San Miguel Corporation. 
Dr. Carlos is also into R&D and product development and had done studies related to evaluation 
of alternative raw materials and feed additives, continuous benchmarking of existing commercial 
and integrated feeds vis-à-vis competitor brands and internal standards; He has advanced his 
career to the management side of the industry and is currently the president for C/A Consultants. 
Dr. Carlos provides consultation to International entities such as Kazi Farms Ltd., as well as over 
20 local commercial feed millers including UNAHCO. He co-authored various articles published in 
the Poultry Sci Journal.   
 
Enric Marco 
Enric Marco was born in Barcelona in 1963, obtained his degree in Veterinary Medicine from the 
University of Saragossa (Spain) in 1986, specializing in Animal Production. He is one of the most 
recognized swine consultants in Spain and Portugal, but also works in other countries like Italy, 
Poland, Czech Republic, Hungary ...and occasionally in Brasil, Mexico, China, South East Asia and 
Japan. He also spent learning periods in Great Britain, Holland, Germany, Denmark, and USA, 
studying and practising with specialists in the swine sector, so he has a wide knowledge of the 



                                                                                                                                     

 

swine production in different countries. His consultancy services offer control and diagnosis of 
diseases, production control and farm management, epidemiology, environmental control, 
biosafety, and human resources. Among his clients we find genetics companies, large companies 
(10,000-30,000 sows), cooperatives, independent producers, Veterinary Medicine faculties, 
pharmacological companies, feed mills, and international organizations. 
 
Mark Bertram  
Mark was born and raised on a small mixed farming operation in California, Kentucky, just south 
of Cincinnati, OH. He received his undergraduate degree in Animal Science from the University 
of Kentucky in 1989, MS in Animal Nutrition from North Carolina State University in 1991, and 
Ph.D. in Swine Nutrition from Iowa State University in 1995.  He worked in the feed industry as a 
Technical Service Nutritionist for 31/2 years with Continental Grain and ADM Animal Health and 
Nutrition, 10 years as Director of Nutrition for Pork Technologies, TriOak Foods and M2P2 LLC In 
this position he was responsible for research and development, nutritional services, and 
production monitoring for as many as 85,000 sows farrow-to-finish. In September 2007 he joined 
Mark Klamfoth in establishing First Choice Livestock, a nutrition and production consulting firm 
that works with all sizes of pork producers offering nutritional services and products to maximize 
productivity and profitability based on sound science and nutritional principles.   
 
Ferdinando Almeida 
D. Ferdinando Almeida is the Research Scientist of Swine Nutrition at Novus International, Inc. 
and is responsible for developing and conducting applied swine research to support Novus’s 
portfolio. He joined Novus in 2014. Dr. Almeida received a degree in Agronomic Engineering from 
the Federal University of Uberlandia (Brazil) in 2007. He then moved to the United States where 
he received both his Master’s (2010) and Ph.D. (2013) in Swine Nutrition from the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. After completing his Ph.D., Dr. Almeida completed a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the University of Illinois in the area of immuno-physiology. Dr. Almeida’s key 
contribution to the field of swine nutrition is that he was instrumental in developing the concept 
of determining standardized total tract digestibility of phosphorus in feed ingredients. He has an 
accomplished publication record with articles in top-ranked international journals including the 
Journal of Animal Science. Dr. Almeida’s research has enabled swine nutritionists, swine 
producers, and feed companies to formulate diets that meet the requirements for phosphorus 
without over-formulating with excess levels of phosphorus. 
 
Gustavo Gattás 
Mr. Gustavo Gattás has Master and PhD in Animal Science, Federal University of Viçosa. He has 
experience in the area of Animal Science, with emphasis on nutrition and production of 
monogastric, working mainly on the following topics: nutritional requirements, alternative foods, 
feed formulation, animal welfare, facilities and ambience, poultry, swine farming. 
 
 



                                                                                                                                     

 

Leonardo Cuevas 
Leonardo Cuevas is veterinarian form 1978, in La Universidad De Chile. Since 1979 he works with 
pigs, advising pig companies of different sizes, most of his clients from Chile date from that date. 
He has worked as a professor at the Catholic University of Valparaiso for 14 years; Was linked to 
several projects of the Association of Producers of Pigs of Chile and now of the Association of 
producers of Colombia, in matters of quality in the chain of production of pork. He has 
consultancies in several Latin American countries and participated in the first PRRS eradication 
program in Chile. 
 
Howard Simmins 
Highly experienced and knowledgeable consultant who provides independent, individually 
tailored, profitable solutions for global farm animal and aquaculture enterprises, including both 
leading and start-up biotech companies. Delivers strategic business development reviews allied 
to M&A objectives, design of trials and interpretation of data.  Develops solutions from concept 
to commercialisation in the most recent biotech developments in enzymes, probiotics and 
prebiotics, as well as a wide spectrum of additives including amino acids, vitamins and mycotoxin 
and feed processing aids across species. Holding a PhD in pig nutrition (University of Plymouth) 
and an accredited animal scientist, he is an accomplished and creative communicator, co-author 
of over 100 scientific and conference publications, plus technical marketing articles and reports, 
seminar and webinar presentations.  Brings valuable expertise to meetings with clients’ global 
key customers on the role of feed additives in providing better nutrition, more efficient 
performance and cost-effective production. Additionally, oversees the finances of the British 
Society of Animal Science and International journal “animal”; being both a Trustee and Council 
Member of BSAS, and external assessor for INRA young scientist recruitment panel.   
 
Mercedes Vázquez-Añón  

Dr. Vázquez-Añón is the Senior Director of Animal Nutrition Research and Facilities for Novus 
International, Inc. In this role, she directs monogastric and ruminant nutrition and physiology 
research activities and facilities, which are geared to provide globally recognized research with 
differentiated solutions that support current products and the development of new products. In 
addition, she is responsible for nutrition research teams across production species 
internationally. Mercedes is a native of Spain, where she grew up in a dairy farm in Galicia, the 
dairy region of Spain. She received her Bachelor’s degree in 1989 in Zoo-technical Agricultural 
Engineering from Universidad Politécnica in Madrid, Spain. She received her Master’s in Science 
degree in 1992 from Penn State University. She obtained her Ph.D. in Dairy and Nutritional 
Science from University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1996. She has been an active member of 
America Dairy Science, American Society of Animal Science and Poultry Science Associations for 
more than 20 years, where she has served as reviewer. Her research expertise encompasses the 
disciplines of nutrition, physiology and metabolism of sulfur amino acids, trace minerals, 
antioxidants and dietary enzymes. She holds 9 patents of different technologies.  
 



                                                                                                                                     

 

Peng Jian 
Prof. Peng was born in China, 1964, graduated with a PhD of Animal inheritance and breeding 
from Huazhong Agriculture University in 1984, and then worked as a Visiting scholar at University 
of Manitoba, Canada, from 1997-1998. Dr. Peng’s research fields covers swine nutrition and feed 
science. From 2005-2015, she was the director of department of animal nutrition and feed 
science in Huazhong Agricultural University. Since 1987, she presided more 50 projects/grants 
including the International Foundation of Science, Natural Science Foundation of China, 
Agricultural Ministry of China, etc. In 2010, she stared to investigate the application of essential 
oils, probiotics and prebiotics in weaning pigs, finishing pigs, sows and boars. Additionally, she 
also developed a system of application of protein-reduced diets of pigs by balancing branched 
chain amino acid. Theses years, she has revealed the biological basis underlying the difference in 
the intestinal metabolism between DL-MET and DL-HMB, and elucidates the relationship 
between intestinal metabolism and extraintestinal deposition of amino acids.  
 
Shan Anshan 
Professor Shan was born in China 1958, graduated with a PhD of Animal Nutrition from Northeast 
Agriculture University in 1988, and worked as a postdoctoral research fellow at University of 
London, England, 1991-1994. Then he came back China and worked in Northeast Agriculture 
University, and has been the leader of Animal Nutrition Research Institute since 1994, specialized 
non-ruminant nutrition and functional feed additive application. He has been to England, Canada, 
US and Russia as visiting scholar for many times, with the support of his team, he had hundreds 
of academic articles and about 30 books published, also he has been the editorial board member 
of several scientific journals, including “Journal of Animal Science and Biotechnology” and 
“Animal Nutrition”. Being a very influential animal nutrition expert nationwide, he achieved lots 
of national awards and great reputation. In last decade, he and his team put lots energy in 
Chinese herb & medicine application and antimicrobial peptide development & application in 
animal feed industry.  
 
Jim Smith 
Dr. Jim Smith is Swine Nutritionist at Kent Nutrition Group in Indiana, United States. Since 2012 
he is working to support Kent Swine Feeding Programs with customers and dealers. He serves as 
the liaison between the research team and customers. He also designs custom feeding programs 
and products for customers that require products and solutions that are not part of the standard 
NexGen family of swine feed products. From September 1998 he is also owner operator of a 
diversified family grain and oilseed farm, J&K Smith Family Farms. Previously, Jim served as a 
Nutritionist and Technical Sales Specialist in all portions of the Feed Industry, as Hubbard Feeds, 
Medipharm, International Nutrition, Kemin Industries and Archer Daniels Midland. He received 
his Ph.D. on Animal Nutrition (Swine) from the Kansas State University and his B.S. in Animal 
Science from the Purdue University. He has actively participated in different organizations, like 
the American Society of Animal Science, American Association of Swine Veterinarians, North 
American Deutsch Kurzhaar Club, Indiana Farm Bureau and Indiana Pork.  

https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?keywords=American+Society+of+Animal+Science
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?keywords=American+Association+of+Swine+Veterinarians
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?keywords=North+American+Deutsch+Kurzhaar+Club
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?keywords=North+American+Deutsch+Kurzhaar+Club
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?keywords=Indiana+Farm+Bureau
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?keywords=Indiana+Pork

